
Flags and Bunting: Decorate 
your classroom for the Jubilee

Resource explanation 

Every celebration needs decorations! Within this pack you’ll find First News Jubilee bunting and Union 
Jack flags (as well as templates for students to design their own), which you can use to decorate your 
classroom in preparation for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. This creative resource is perfect for tutor 
time or art lessons.

How to use this resource

What you will need: scissors, glue, tape and string 

How to make bunting 

1. Photocopy your selected First News Jubilee bunting/Union Jacks (dependent on desired length).
2. Cut out the shapes along the outline.
3. Using a hole punch, make two holes in each individual shape (as shown).
4. Thread your piece of string through these holes, connecting all of your cut-outs. 
5. Glue or sticky tape the tabs to further secure the bunting. 
6. Get decorating! 

Design your own bunting

Why not ask your students to design their own Jubilee-themed bunting using the blank templates 
provided in this pack? Ask them to think about their choice of colours (the significance of regal and 
patriotic colours, such as purple, gold, red, white and blue), images, shapes, text, etc.

Did you know?

• Bunting is often used as a patriotic or festive decoration. The word ‘bunting’ is commonly used to 
refer to a collection of flags, particularly a collection of flags on a ship. 

• The Union Jack flag symbolises the union between England, Scotland and Northern Ireland, 
which are all ruled over by the same king or queen (currently Queen Elizabeth II). The flag is a 
combination of the countries’ three flags: the flag of St George, the flag of St Andrew and the cross 
of St Patrick. The Union Jack doesn’t include the Welsh Dragon because when it was created in 
1606, Wales was already united with England.

• The colour purple is commonly recognised as the colour of royalty/nobility. It is viewed as such 
because the dye originally used to create the colour was notoriously expensive and, as a result, 
only royalty or those of high status could afford it.
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George IV State Diadem
FACT FILE

Name: George IV State Diadem (also 
known as the Diamond Diadem)

Use in the coronation 

The George IV State Diadem is the first of 
the three crowns Queen Elizabeth II wore on 
the day of her coronation on 2 June 1953. 
She wore this crown from Buckingham 
Palace to Westminster Abbey.

Interesting facts

 The crown was originally made in 1820 by the the Royal Goldsmiths, Rundell, Bridge 
and Rundell, for the coronation of King George IV.

 You’ll find images of the Queen wearing this crown on various banknotes and coins 
(eg, the 10p coin). 

 The crown was featured on the world’s first postage stamp in 1840. 

 The crown is currently on display in the Queen’s Gallery within Buckingham Palace. 

Glossary 

diadem – A type of jewelled crown, 
traditionally worn by a sovereign (in this 
case, a monarch)
diamond – A rare, colourless stone
pearl – A hard, spherical object formed 
within a pearl oyster’s shell in the ocean
rose – A type of flower. Although there are 
actually more than 100 different species 
of rose and they come in many different 
colours, most people recognise the 
traditional red colour of this flower

shamrock – A three-leaf clover and a 
symbol of Ireland
thistle – A group of flowering plants 
identified by leaves with sharp prickles, and 
a symbol of Scotland
carat – A unit of weight for rare stones, 
used to assess their value
cross pattée – A type of cross design. The 
arms are narrow at the centre and broader 
at the ends. This type of cross was used in 
early medieval art

Queen Elizabeth II travelling to the State Opening of 
Parliament, wearing the George IV State Diadem

Roses, thistles and shamrocks 
inspire the design in this part 

of the crown. These floral 
symbols represent England, 

Scotland and Ireland

The crown is made of 1,333 
individual diamonds – that’s 

320 carats (64g)

169 individual pearls wrap 
around the base of the diadem

Cross pattée – the crosses are 
set with diamonds and 
represent King George Single four-carat honey-

coloured diamond at the 
centre of the crown 
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St Edward’s Crown 
FACT FILE

Name: St Edward’s Crown

Use in the coronation 

St Edward’s Crown was the second crown worn by 
Queen Elizabeth II on the day of her coronation. This 
was the crown actually placed on the Queen’s head 
during the service at Westminster Abbey. At the exact 
moment the crown was placed on the Queen’s head, 
the congregation cheered: “God save the Queen!” 

Interesting Facts

 St Edward’s Crown was made in 1661 for King Charles II, after the original crown was 
destroyed at the orders of Oliver Cromwell during the English Civil War

 The crown has changed very little since 1661

 The gold in the lower section is believed to have come from the original crown 
destroyed by Oliver Cromwell. This crown was first worn by Edward the Confessor 
in 1065

 The crown weighs a heavy four pounds and 12 ounces (more than the weight of 
two bags of sugar). Queen Victoria refused to wear it!

Glossary 

gold – A rare and valuable yellow-coloured 
metal
pearl – A hard, spherical object formed 
within a pearl oyster’s shell in the ocean 
cross pattée – A type of cross design. The 
arms are narrow at the centre and broader 
at the ends. This type of cross was used in 
early medieval art

ermine – The white fur of a stoat, a small 
animal belonging to the weasel family
fleur-de-lis – A pattern resembling a sword-
shaped leaf. It has appeared on several flags 
and coats of arms throughout history
sovereignty – The quality of having power 
and/or authority over a kingdom or country

Queen Elizabeth II wearing St Edward’s 
Crown at her coronation

Two solid gold arches cross 
each other at the top of the 
crown. This is believed to be 

symbolic of sovereignty The crown is made 
of solid gold

Pearls owned by 
Elizabeth I can be 

found on the crown 

Velvet cap

It is believed that much 
of the base of the present 
crown is made up of parts 
of the original St Edward’s 

crown, belonging to 
St Edward the Confessor

The crown is made up  
of 444 rare stones –  

these were permanently 
set in 1911

The base of the 
crown is cushioned 

with ermine

Cross pattée  

Fleur-de-lis
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Imperial State Crown

FACT FILE

Name: Imperial State Crown 

Use in the coronation 

The Imperial State Crown has a very similar design to 
St Edward’s Crown and was the third crown worn by 
Queen Elizabeth II on the day of her coronation. She 
wore it on her way back to Buckingham Palace, where 
she greeted the gathering crowds towards the end of 
the day, along with the rest of the royal family. 

Interesting Facts

 Today’s State Crown was made by the Crown Jewellers Garrard & Co for the 
coronation of the Queen’s father, King George VI, in 1937. The same crown was 
slightly altered for the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, to make the crown look 
slightly more feminine.

 The Crown is traditionally worn by the British monarch during his/her procession 
back from Westminster Abbey, however, both King Edward VII and Queen Victoria 
wore the crown for their actual coronation services. They both preferred the 
Imperial State Crown as it was much lighter than St Edward’s Crown. 

 The crown weighs 1.06kg (the weight of just over ten copies of First News!)

Glossary 

sapphire – A rare, transparent stone that is 
usually blue in colour
emerald – A rare stone that is green in colour
ruby – A rare stone that comes in numerous 
shades of red
St Edward’s Sapphire – A rare jewel 
originally from the ring of St Edward  
the Confessor
Cullinan II – A large diamond, cut from the 
world’s largest rough diamond, the Cullinan 
diamond

Black Prince’s Ruby – A spinel gemstone 
that is the exact size of a chicken’s egg
Stewart Sapphire – A historical sapphire, 
originally owned by King Alexander II of 
Scotland. The sapphire formed part of his 
coronation crown in 1214
fleur-de-lis – A pattern resembling a sword-
shaped leaf. It has appeared on several flags 
and coats of arms throughout history 
sovereignty – The quality of having power 
and/or authority over a kingdom or country

Cross pattée  

The crown is made up of 
2,868 diamonds, 273 pearls, 
17 sapphires, 11 emeralds 

and 5 rubies

The crown is made 
of solid gold

Pearls owned by 
Elizabeth I can be 

found on the crown 

Fleur-de-lis

The base of the 
crown is cushioned 

with ermine fur

Velvet cap

St Edward’s Sapphire 

Black Prince’s 
Ruby – it is 

the size of a 
chicken’s egg!

Cullinan II 
diamond 

(also known 
as the Lesser 
Star of Africa) 

Stewart Sapphire 
(a blue sapphire, 

which can be 
found at the back 

of the crown)

Two arches cross each other 
at the top of the crown.  

This is believed to be 
symbolic of sovereignty

Queen Elizabeth II wearing the 
Imperial State Crown as she greets 

the crowd from her balcony at 
Buckingham Palace, following her 
coronation at Westminster Abbey
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Design a crown for the Platinum Jubilee
Now that you’ve familiarised yourself with three of the Queen’s famous crowns, 

can you design one for her Platinum Jubilee to celebrate 70 years on the throne? 
Use the space below to draw and label your design. Don’t forget to label the special features!

schools.firstnews.co.uk



A
 Young Princess Elizabeth: U

nderstanding Tim
elines 

Resource explanation 

This year, Q
ueen Elizabeth II celebrates her Platinum

 Jubilee. D
uring her 70 years on the throne, the 

Q
ueen has lived quite a life and seen her country grow

 and change, through both great and tragic 
tim

es. But w
hat w

as the Q
ueen like w

hen she w
as a child? W

ithin this resource you’ll find a tim
eline 

of a young Princess Elizabeth’s early life, up until the age of 14. You’ll also find a tim
eline tem

plate for 
your students to record the key events in their ow

n lives, so far. 

H
ow

 to use this resource

A
ctivity one: the Q

ueen’s childhood in a tim
eline 

Explain that a tim
eline show

s a period of tim
e on w

hich im
portant events are m

arked. This tim
eline 

show
s the key events that happened in the Q

ueen’s childhood. 

Talk through the key events in Princess Elizabeth’s childhood to show
 students how

 to read the 
tim

eline. Pupils can then find out about her childhood using the tim
eline and quiz questions.

Extension suggestion: students could research other key events that took place w
ithin Princess 

Elizabeth’s childhood that could have been added to the tim
eline. 

A
ctivity tw

o: creating your ow
n childhood tim

eline
A

sk your students to think about the key events in their lives so far (birth, birth of siblings, start of 
school, m

oving house, holidays, etc) and, in the sam
e style as Princess Elizabeth’s tim

eline (date, 
follow

ed by short description of event), add these to their ow
n tim

elines. They also need to w
rite in 

the year they w
ere born and the subsequent years to com

plete their tim
eline. 

Encourage students to find a photo of them
selves at birth, a photo as a toddler and a current photo of 

them
selves to stick on to their tim

elines. This activity could be used as a hom
ew

ork task.

Plenary discussion question

W
ould you w

ant to find out at the age of ten that you w
ere going to be king or queen of the country? 
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students to fill 
in their ow
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elines



Full name:Full name:  
Elizabeth  Elizabeth  

Alexandra Mary Alexandra Mary 
Windsor Windsor 

Childhood  Childhood  
nickname:nickname:  

‘Lilibet’‘Lilibet’

When Elizabeth When Elizabeth 
was young she was young she 

struggled to say struggled to say 
her name, and her name, and 

instead saidinstead said
 ‘Lillie-beth’.  ‘Lillie-beth’. 

Inspired by this, Inspired by this, 
her grandfather, her grandfather, 
the King, started the King, started 
to call her ‘Lilibet’ to call her ‘Lilibet’ 

and the name and the name 
stuck with her ever stuck with her ever 

since. since. 
Today, she still Today, she still 

signs Christmas signs Christmas 
cards to her close cards to her close 

family, ‘Lilibet’.family, ‘Lilibet’.

1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940
Birth 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Year
Age

 21 April 1926:  
The Duke and Duchess 
of York’s first child, 
Princess Elizabeth 
of York, is born at 17 
Bruton Street, London.

 29 May 1926: 
Princess Elizabeth is 
christened Elizabeth 
Alexandra Mary 
Windsor in Buckingham 
Palace’s private chapel. 
She is dressed in 
a heavy satin, lace 
christening gown, 
originally made for 
Queen Victoria’s first 
child.

 21 April 1930: 
On her fourth birthday, 
Elizabeth is given her 
first pony, called Peggy, 
by her grandfather King 
George V. This starts 
her lifelong interest 
in horses and horse 
racing.

 21 August 1930: 
Princess Elizabeth’s 
younger sister, Princess 
Margaret Rose of York, 
is born at Glamis Castle 
in Scotland.

 1936: Princess 
Elizabeth’s grandfather 
King George V dies  
and the Queen’s uncle  
becomes King 
Edward VIII.

 1936: After six  
months her uncle 
abdicates the throne. 
This means that he 
no longer wants to be 
King. So, Elizabeth’s 
father inherits the 
crown and becomes 
King George VI. 
Elizabeth is next in line 
to the throne, and her 
life is changed forever.

 12 May 1937: 
Elizabeth’s parents’ 
coronation takes place 
at Westminster Abbey.

 1937: Elizabeth 
becomes a Girl  
Guide and is given 
the opportunity to 
meet and socialise 
with girls her own 
age. The weekly Girl 
Guides and Brownies 
meetings take place 
at Buckingham Palace 
every Wednesday.

 1939: Elizabeth 
and her sister move to 
different castles across 
the UK, following the 
outbreak of the Second 
World War. The young 
princesses eventually 
end up living at 
Windsor Castle. They 
remain here for five 
years.

 1940: Elizabeth 
makes her first public 
speech, addressing the 
children of Britain who 
have been evacuated 
as a result of war, on 
a radio show (BBC’s 
Children’s Hour).

 1926: Even 
though she is still 
a baby, Elizabeth 
does not see her 
parents for six 
months, as they are 
on a royal visit to 
New Zealand and 
Australia. She is 
looked after by her 
grandparents.

 1927: 
Elizabeth’s family 
move to a new 
house, 145 
Piccadilly, near 
Buckingham Palace. 
They live here for 
the next ten years. 

 1932: From 
the age of six, a 
music teacher 
teaches Elizabeth 
to play the piano at 
home – apparently, 
she doesn’t enjoy 
practising!

 

    1937: Elizabeth 
and her family 
move to their  
new home, 
Buckingham Palace. 
The Queen still lives 
there today. 

    

 1938: Elizabeth 
and Margaret’s 
governess, Marion 
Crawford, takes the 
girls on trips into 
the ‘normal world’. 
Together, they do 
things like visit 
London Zoo, travel 
on the London 
underground and 
even visit a tea 
shop! 

 1939: Elizabeth 
meets her future 
husband, Prince 
Philip, for the first 
time at Dartmouth.

 1940: Instead 
of attending school 
like regular children 
her age, Elizabeth 
has lessons all by 
herself, while living 
in Windsor Castle. 
She studies Latin, 
European history 
and the history of 
her own family, the 
monarchy. 
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 1934: At the 
age of eight, 
Elizabeth gets her 
very first corgi dog, 
called Dookie.

A young Princess Elizabeth: childhood timeline
schools.firstnews.co.uk
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Princess Elizabeth quiz

Q1 When was Queen Elizabeth II born?

Q2 What was the name of Queen Elizabeth’s grandfather?
 
Q3 What was Princess Elizabeth’s childhood nickname?

Q4 Why did Elizabeth not see her parents for six months when she was a baby?

Q5 Where was Elizabeth’s sister born in 1930? 

Q6 At what address was Elizabeth living in 1927?

Q7 What event changed Elizabeth’s life forever in 1936, and why?

Q8 In what year did Elizabeth’s family move to Buckingham Palace?

Q9 Who was Marion Crawford?

Q10 What was the name of Elizabeth’s first pony, which 
her grandfather bought for her fourth birthday? 

Q11 What type of animal was Dookie? 

Q12 Elizabeth became a Girl Guide in 1937. Where did the 
weekly meetings take place? 

Q13 How old was Elizabeth when she first met her future husband?

Q14 Where did the two princesses move to during World War Two?

Q15 Describe Elizabeth’s first public speech in 1940.

Can you answer these questions on the childhood of Queen Elizabeth II, using information from the timeline to help you? 

Q1  

Q2  

Q3

Q4

Q5

Q6  

Q7  

Q8  

Q9 

Q10  

Q11  

Q12  

Q13  

Q14  

Q15  

The Queen and her younger 
sister, Princess Margaret



Your full name:Your full name:

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

Nickname:Nickname:

......................................................................

Why do you have Why do you have 
that nickname? that nickname? 

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

Birth 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Year
Age
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A young  ...................................... : childhood timeline
Can you add the important events that have happened in your life to your own childhood timeline? 
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MONARCHS THROUGHOUT HISTORY

     It is believed that the lower part of St Edward’s Crown, 
the crown placed upon Queen Elizabeth II’s head during her 
coronation service (right), is made from part of the crown 
belonging to Edward the Confessor.
     Edward the Confessor ruled over England between 1042 and 
1066.
     The following pages will take you on a journey back in time 
to discover all the kings and queens who have worn this crown 
throughout British history, dating back almost 1,000 years.
     Along the way, you’ll pick up some interesting facts about 
the kings and queens who have ruled over England or Britain. 
Enjoy your journey...



1970s1960s 1990s 2000s1980s1930s 1940s 1950s1920s 2010s 2020s

Reigns 1952 - present day

ELIZABETH II

WINDSOR QUEEN

Interesting facts 
• Elizabeth first discovered she was to become Queen at 

the age of 11.
• Elizabeth’s coronation was the first to be shown on 

television.
• For more information on Elizabeth II’s reign, see our other 

Platinum Jubilee teaching resources and the First News 
special commemorative issue.

Questions
• How many countries has Queen Elizabeth II visited 

during her reign? 
• How old was the Queen’s mother when she died? 

G
et

ty
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Monarchs throughout history



1990s 2000s1950s1940s 1970s 1980s1960s1910s 1920s 1930s1900s

Reigned 1936 - 1952

GEORGE VI

WINDSOR KING

Interesting facts 
• George VI was famous for having a stutter. The Oscar-

winning film, The King’s Speech (which, itself, is based on 
a play) is about his attempts to overcome this.

• He never wanted to be King.
• He ruled at the time of WWII and was loved by the nation. 

Questions
• Name George VI’s children.
• Who played George VI in the 2010 film, The King’s 

Speech? 

G
et

ty
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1990s 2000s1950s1940s 1970s 1980s1960s1910s 1920s 1930s1900s

Reigned 1936

EDWARD VIII

WINDSOR KING

Interesting facts 
• Edward VIII was King for less than a year.
• Edward fell in love with an American woman called Wallis 

Simpson and wanted to marry her. However, she was 
divorced and Parliament did not approve. Parliament 
offered Edward a choice: Wallis Simpson or the throne – 
he chose Wallis and abdicated. 

Question
• Edward VIII has been described as a ‘disastrous king’. 

What evidence can you find to support this claim? 

G
et

ty
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1990s 2000s1950s1940s 1970s 1980s1960s1910s 1920s 1930s1900s

Reigned 1910 - 1936

GEORGE V

WINDSOR KING

Interesting facts 
• George was a keen sailor. 
• George enjoyed a quiet, calm life.
• He reigned during WWI.
• George was the first monarch to deliver a Christmas 

message (via radio) to the people of Britain. Since then, a 
monarch has addressed the nation every Christmas.  

Questions
• Who was George V’s father? 
• Many other famous historical events occured during 

George’s reign. Can you find three? 

G
et

ty
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1990s 2000s1950s1940s 1970s 1980s1960s1910s 1920s 1930s1900s

Reigned 1901 - 1910

EDWARD VII

SAXE-COBURG AND GOTHA KING

Interesting facts 
• Edward was Queen Victoria’s son.
• He spent almost 60 years waiting to become King – he 

was crowned at the age of 59.
• He enjoyed the finer things in life – including hunting 

and fine foods.
• King Edward potatoes are named after Edward VII.

Question
• Edward VII was also known as ‘Edward the Peacemaker’ – 

how did he get this name? 

G
et

ty
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British Monarchs throughout history
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1900s1850s1840s 1870s 1880s1860s1810s 1820s 1830s1800s 1890s

Reigned 1837 - 1901

VICTORIA

HANOVERIAN QUEEN

Interesting facts 
• Victoria became Queen when she was 18 years old. 
• Victoria was only 5ft (1.52m) tall.
• In 1840, she married her cousin, Albert, and eventually 

gave him the name Prince Consort. They had nine 
children together.

• When Albert died in 1861, Victoria spent the rest of her 
life wearing black clothes in mourning.

• She is the second-longest reigning monarch in British 
history, behind Queen Elizabeth II. 

Question
• Queen Victoria is famous for saying four words. Can you 

find the phrase?

G
et
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British Monarchs throughout history

1840s 1850s1800s1790s 1820s 1830s1810s1760s 1770s 1780s1750s

Reigned 1830 - 1837

WILLIAM IV

HANOVERIAN KING

Interesting facts 
• William IV came to the throne at the age of 64.
• He had spent the majority of his life in the navy. As a 

result, he was nicknamed the ‘Sailor King’.
• Some considered William IV to be ‘peculiar’ – mainly due 

to his unusual dress sense. 
• Slavery was abolished during William’s reign.
• Charles Dickens wrote and released his classic novel 

Oliver Twist during William’s reign. 

Question
• At what age did William join the navy? 

W
ik

ip
ed
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British Monarchs throughout history

1840s 1850s1800s1790s 1820s 1830s1810s1760s 1770s 1780s1750s

Reigned 1820 - 1830

GEORGE IV

HANOVERIAN KING

Interesting facts 
• George IV was known for being quite an ‘extravagant’ 

king.
• George built the Brighton Pavilion – a fabulous palace 

in Brighton. 
• George spent the final years of his reign overweight and 

in bed. 

Question
• George IV enjoyed reading the novels of a very famous 

British author. What was her name? 

W
ik

ip
ed
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British Monarchs throughout history

1840s 1850s1800s1790s 1820s 1830s1810s1760s 1770s 1780s1750s

Reigned 1760 - 1820

GEORGE III

HANOVERIAN KING

Interesting facts 
• George III was a king loved by many. 
• George’s nickname was ‘Farmer George’. 
• He was the first king of both Great Britain and Ireland.
• George went mad towards the end of his reign, and as a 

result, his son had to take over as King in 1811.  

Questions
• What were some of the symptoms caused by George III’s 

mental illness? 
• What was the name of George III’s wife? 

G
et

ty
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British Monarchs throughout history

1790s 1800s1750s1740s 1770s 1780s1760s1710s 1720s 1730s1700s

Reigned 1727 - 1760

GEORGE II

HANOVERIAN KING

Interesting facts 
• George II had a troubled relationship with his father, 

George I. Sometimes they wouldn’t speak for years at 
a time.

• When he was young he tried to swim across a castle moat 
to see his mother, Sophia, who was imprisoned by his 
father.

• George II was the last king to lead an army into battle.
• George II was German, but learned the English language.  

Question
• How many children did George II have? 

G
et

ty
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British Monarchs throughout history

1790s 1800s1750s1740s 1770s 1780s1760s1710s 1720s 1730s1700s

Reigned 1714 - 1727

GEORGE I

HANOVERIAN KING

Interesting facts 
• George I became King quite late in his life, at the age 

of 54.
• George was German and spent most of his life in 

Germany. He barely spoke any English. 
• Britain’s first prime minister, Robert Walpole, was 

appointed during George’s reign.  

Question
• George I imprisoned his wife, Sophia, for a long time. 

How long was she imprisoned for, and why?

G
et

ty
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1790s 1800s1750s1740s 1770s 1780s1760s1710s 1720s 1730s1700s

Reigned 1702 - 1714

ANNE

STUART QUEEN

Interesting facts 
• Anne was Mary II’s sister.
• Anne suffered from a disease called gout. Because of her 

condition, she actually had to be carried in a chair to be 
crowned Queen. 

• The Act of Union occurred during her reign – England 
and Scotland became Great Britain.

• Anne had 18 children. Tragically, they all died. 

Question
• St Paul’s Cathedral was completed during Anne’s reign. 

In what year was it finished? 

G
et

ty
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1650s1640s 1670s 1680s1660s1610s 1620s 1630s1600s 1690s 1700s

Reigned 1689 - 1702

WILLIAM III AND MARY II

STUART KING AND QUEEN

Interesting facts 
• After being encouraged to take the crown from James II 

by Parliament, Wiliam III ruled the country with his wife, 
Mary. William III and Mary II were the only monarchs to 
rule together, as equals.

• The pair ruled together until Mary II died of smallpox in 
1694.

• For the next eight years, William ruled on his own. 

Question
• William III died following an accident on his horse. 

What happened exactly? 

G
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1690s 1700s1650s1640s 1670s 1680s1660s1610s 1620s 1630s1600s

Reigned 1685 - 1689

JAMES II

STUART KING

Interesting facts 
• James II was a devout Catholic, while the majority of 

England were still Protestant. 
• He put many of his Catholic friends in positions of power. 
• Parliament encouraged the Protestant prince, William of 

Orange (later William III), to invade and take over as King. 
James quickly left England, fleeing to France. 

Question
• James married a Catholic princess during his reign. 

What was her name? 

G
et

ty

schools.firstnews.co.uk

Monarchs throughout history



1690s 1700s1650s1640s 1670s 1680s1660s1610s 1620s 1630s1600s

Reigned 1660 - 1685

CHARLES II

STUART KING

Interesting facts 
• Charles II was known to some as the ‘Merry Monarch’. 
• Charles ruled the country at the time of both the Plague 

and the Great Fire of London.
• Many famous structures were erected during this time, 

including St Paul’s Cathedral in London. 

Questions
• Who built St Paul’s Cathedral? 
• What caused the Great Fire of London? 
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British Monarchs throughout history

1690s 1700s1650s1640s 1670s 1680s1660s1610s 1620s 1630s1600s

Reigned 1649 - 1660

OLIVER CROMWELL

INTERREGNUM

Interesting facts 
• Following the execution of Charles I, Oliver Cromwell 

ruled the country as a republic called the Commonwealth. 
• He was offered the chance to be King of England, but 

refused. 
• He was a religious man, but actually banned the 

celebration of religious holidays like Christmas and Easter. 

Question
• Why did Oliver Cromwell decide to get rid of Christmas? 
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1690s 1700s1650s1640s 1670s 1680s1660s1610s 1620s 1630s1600s

Reigned 1625 - 1649

CHARLES I

STUART KING

Interesting facts 
• Charles had several disagreements with Parliament 

during his reign. 
• For 11 years, Charles ruled the country without 

Parliament and imposed his own taxes. 
• Charles I was married to a French princess, who was a 

Catholic. Because of her religion, most of the country 
shunned her.

• The start of the English Civil War began during his reign 
and Parliament had Charles I executed.

Question
• Charles I wasn’t the tallest of kings – how tall was he? G
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1690s 1700s1650s1640s 1670s 1680s1660s1610s 1620s 1630s1600s

Reigned 1603 - 1625

JAMES I

STUART KING

Interesting facts 
• James I was also James VI, King of Scotland. 
• He strongly believed that all kings were chosen by God.
• Famously, Guy Fawkes tried to blow up Parliament in the 

Gunpowder Plot during James I’s reign. 
• James constantly feared that people were trying to kill 

him – so much so, he always wore a padded suit. 
• James I had the Bible translated into English for the first 

time. 

Questions
• James had a famous mother – what was her name? 
• How is ‘Guy Fawkes night’ celebrated today? 
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1600s1590s 1620s 1630s1610s1560s 1570s 1580s 1640s 1650s1550s

Reigned 1558 - 1603

ELIZABETH I

TUDOR QUEEN 

Interesting facts 
• Elizabeth I never married. Although she said she was 

married to her country, she was known to be lonely.
• Elizabeth was well known for her red hair and wearing 

lots of white make-up.
• Apparently, Elizabeth owned around 3,000 dresses.  

Questions
• Who were Elizabeth I’s parents? 
• Elizabeth’s reign is seen as Britain’s ‘Golden Age’ – what 

does this mean? 
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1450s 1500s1490s 1520s 1530s1510s1460s 1470s 1480s 1540s 1550s

Reigned 1553 - 1558

MARY I

TUDOR QUEEN 

Interesting facts 
• Mary I was known for her fiery temper – some believe she 

got this from her father, Henry VIII!
• She spent the majority of her reign trying to turn England 

into a Catholic country.
• She married Philip II of Spain in 1554.
• She did not have any children. 

Question
• Mary I is better known for her nickname, ‘Bloody Mary’ – 

how did she earn this nickname? 
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British Monarchs throughout history

1450s 1500s1490s 1520s 1530s1510s1460s 1470s 1480s 1540s 1550s

Reigned 1547 - 1553

EDWARD VI

TUDOR KING 

Interesting facts 
• Edward came to the throne at the age of nine, but only 

ruled for six years, dying at the age of 15.
• Because of his age, Edward had powerful men rule for 

him. First it was his Lord Protector, Edward Seymour, then 
John Dudley, the Duke of Northumberland. Together 
they made England a Protestant country.  

Question
• What did Edward VI die of? 
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1450s 1550s1500s1490s 1520s 1530s1510s1460s 1470s 1480s 1540s

Reigned 1509 - 1547

HENRY VIII

TUDOR KING 

Interesting facts 
• Henry VIII is one of the most famous of all the British 

monarchs – but even more famous for his terrible temper! 
• Henry VIII wanted to have a son, so when his wife 

Catherine of Aragon gave birth to a baby girl, Mary, he 
divorced her.

• Henry had a total of six wives in his life. He divorced two 
and beheaded two.

• Henry VIII established the Church of England. 

Question
• Can you name all six of Henry VIII’s wives? 
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British Monarchs throughout history

1450s 1540s 1550s1500s1490s 1520s 1530s1510s1460s 1470s 1480s

Reigned 1485 - 1509

HENRY VII

TUDOR KING 

Interesting facts 
• Many people tried to take the crown from Henry VII 

during his reign. 
• Henry VII, a member of the Lancaster family, united the 

House of Lancaster and the House of York by marrying 
Elizabeth of York. 

• Henry’s marriage to Elizabeth was arranged. 

Questions
• What is the Tudor Rose? 
• Can you name one of the people who tried to take the 

crown from Henry VII, and describe how they tried to 
do it? G
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1450s 1540s 1550s1500s1490s 1520s 1530s1510s1460s 1470s 1480s

Reigned 1483 - 1485

RICHARD III

YORK KING 

Interesting facts 
• Richard is known for being the very last King of England 

to die on the battlefield, dying at the hands of Henry 
Tudor.

• Shakespeare wrote the play Richard III based on the York 
King’s life, depicting him as a cruel man with a hunchback.

• Richard was given the nickname ‘Richard Crookback’ 
because of his alleged hunchback. 

Questions
• During which famous battle did Richard III die? 
• It is thought that Richard III killed his nephews. What were 

their names? 
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1450s 1540s 1550s1500s1490s 1520s 1530s1510s1460s 1470s 1480s

Reigned 9 April - 26 June 1483

EDWARD V

YORK KING 

Interesting facts 
• Edward should have inherited the crown at 13 years old, 

but his uncle, Richard, locked him and his brother in the 
Tower of London and took the crown from him, going on 
to become the infamous Richard III.

Question
• Many believed that Richard killed Edward and his 

younger brother, but nothing was ever proven. What do 
you think? Use research to support your argument.
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1450s 1540s 1550s1500s1490s 1520s 1530s1510s1460s 1470s 1480s

Reigned 1461 - 1483

EDWARD IV

YORK KING 

Interesting facts 
• Edward IV was driven from the throne by his noblemen 

for doing a bad job as King.
• 1470-1471: Henry VI (a former King) is brought in for one 

year, but didn’t help things.
• Edward IV is then brought back as king – he does a much 

better job the second time around. 
• Edward was well known for being a strong soldier.

Question
• The first printing press was created during Edward’s 

reign. Who was the man responsible for printing the first 
book in English?
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1400s 1410s 1490s 1500s1450s 1470s 1480s1460s1420s 1430s 1440s

Reigned 1422 - 1461

HENRY VI

LANCASTER KING

Interesting facts 
• Henry took to the throne at just nine months old. 
• Henry VI was known for being a religious man who 

despised violence of any kind. Some believed he was 
mad.

• Richard, Duke of York fought Henry for the throne, 
causing the War of the Roses. Following the war, Henry VI 
was imprisoned in the Tower of London.

• In 1470 he returned as King for one year, but was sent 
back to the Tower of London and later murdered. 

Question
• Why was the War of the Roses called the War of the 

Roses? 
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1350s 1360s 1370s 1380s 1440s 1450s1400s1390s 1420s 1430s1410s

Reigned 1413 - 1422

HENRY V

LANCASTER KING

Interesting facts 
• Some believe Henry V to be one of the country’s greatest 

monarchs. 
• He led England to victory against the French at the Battle 

of Agincourt during his reign. 
• Henry V almost became King of France, as well as 

England, but died before he could inherit the crown. 

Questions
• In what year did the Battle of Agincourt take place? 
• Who did Henry V marry? 
• Who wrote Henry V’s life story as a play?
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1350s 1360s 1370s 1380s 1440s 1450s1400s1390s 1420s 1430s1410s

Reigned 1399 - 1413

HENRY IV

LANCASTER KING

Interesting facts 
• When Henry IV succeeded to the crown, he spent the 

majority of his reign trying to keep it. 
• Henry IV died of leprosy in 1413.

Questions
• Henry IV was the first king of the House of Lancaster. 

What is the symbol that represents the House of 
Lancaster? 

• How old was Henry IV when he died? 
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1350s1340s 1370s1360s 1380s 1390s 1400s1310s 1320s 1330s1300s

Reigned 1377 - 1399

RICHARD II

PLANTAGENET KING

Interesting facts 
• Richard II faced the Peasants’ Revolt during his reign, 

which was the result of the introduction of the Poll Tax.
• Richard spent a lot of his wealth on expensive clothes.
• Many believed that Richard II was responsible for 

introducing the handkerchief to England. 

Questions
• Where did Richard II die? 
• The Peasants’ Revolt occurred during Richard II’s reign. 

What was this? 
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1350s1340s 1370s1360s 1380s 1390s 1400s1310s 1320s 1330s1300s

Reigned 1327 - 1377

EDWARD III

PLANTAGENET KING

Interesting facts 
• Edward III became King when he was 14 years old.
• Because of his age, for the first few years of Edward’s 

reign, the country was ruled by Mortimer, the man who 
probably murdered his father.

• Edward III was the founder of the Order of the Garter – 
this is still the highest order of chivalry existing in the 
country.

• The House of Lords was established during his reign. 

Question
• In what year did Edward III have Mortimer executed? 

G
et

ty

schools.firstnews.co.uk

Monarchs throughout history



British Monarchs throughout history

1350s1340s 1370s1360s 1380s 1390s 1400s1310s 1320s 1330s1300s

Reigned 1307 - 1327

EDWARD II

PLANTAGENET KING

Interesting facts 
• Edward II was known for not being a very good king – 

uninterested in his responsibilities.
• Because of his behaviour, his wife, with the help of an 

army, overthrew Edward, making their son King.
• Edward was killed with a red hot poker.

Questions
• What was the name of Edward II’s wife? 
• How old was Edward II’s son when he inherited the 

throne? 
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British Monarchs throughout history

1250s 1300s1290s 1320s1310s 1330s 1340s 1350s1260s 1270s 1280s

Reigned 1272 - 1307

EDWARD I

PLANTAGENET KING

Interesting facts 
• Edward was given the nickname ‘Longshanks’ because he 

was very tall.
• He spent years fighting wars against the Scots. As such, 

some referred to Edward I as the ‘Hammer of the Scots’.
• The Model Parliament was formed during Edward I’s 

reign, and met regularly. 

Questions
• At what age did Edward I marry, and who did he marry? 
• In what year was the Model Parliament formed? 
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1200s 1250s1240s 1270s1260s 1280s 1290s 1300s1210s 1220s 1230s

Reigned 1216 - 1272

HENRY III

PLANTAGENET KING

Interesting facts 
• Henry III was only nine years old when he became King of 

England.
• Henry was a a big animal fan. He even kept a polar bear 

at the Tower of London.
• During his reign, Henry III rebuilt Westminster Abbey.  

Question
• Being nine years old, Henry was too young to govern 

the country. At what age did Henry take control of the 
country?
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1150s 1160s 1170s 1180s 1200s1190s 1220s1210s 1230s 1240s 1250s

Reigned 1199 - 1216

KING JOHN

PLANTAGENET KING

Interesting facts 
• He is the only King of England ever to be called John.
• He is famous for being a greedy and rather unpleasant 

king.
• King John’s advisers forced him to sign the Magna Carta 

in 1215. The Magna Carta said that rulers had to listen to 
their advisers.

Questions
• How old was King John when he inherited the throne? 
• Where was King John forced to sign the Magna Carta? 
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British Monarchs throughout history

1100s 1110s 1120s 1130s 1150s1140s 1170s1160s 1180s 1190s 1200s

Reigned 1189 - 1199

RICHARD I

PLANTAGENET KING

Interesting facts 
• He was also known as ‘Richard the Lionheart’, for his 

bravery.
• Richard I spent less than a year in England over the ten 

years that he reigned.
• Richard left England in chaos, while fighting overseas.  

The country was run by barons, local sheriffs and 
Richard’s brother John (later to become King John). This 
inspired the story of Robin Hood, the rebel famous for 
stealing from the rich and giving to the poor.

Question
• Where was Richard I buried? 
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1100s 1110s 1120s 1130s 1190s 1200s1150s1140s 1170s 1180s1160s

Reigned 1154 - 1189

HENRY II

PLANTAGENET KING

Interesting facts 
• Because the previous king (Stephen) had died without 

an heir to the throne, Henry II, the grandson of an even 
earlier king became King.

• He is known for creating a fairer justice and tax system in 
England.

• He spent a decade of his reign arguing with Thomas 
Becket, the Archbishop of Canterbury. This led to a group 
of Henry’s knights killing Becket in 1170. 

Questions
• Where did the Plantagenets get their name from? 
• How did Henry II react to the death of the Archbishop of 

Canterbury?
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1100s 1110s 1120s 1200s1150s1140s 1170s 1180s1160s 1190s1130s

Reigned 1135 - 1154

KING STEPHEN

NORMAN KING

Interesting facts 
• Stephen was known for being a kind king. Apparently, 

because of his kindness, he struggled to control some of 
his subjects.

• He also had trouble with Matilda, daughter of the 
previous king, Henry I, as she thought she should be 
Queen. They fought for over two decades over who 
should wear the crown. Civil war resulted.

• His reign was known as ‘The Nineteen-Year Winter’. 

Questions
• Where was Stephen born? 
• Who was Stephen’s grandfather? 
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1190s 1200s1150s1140s 1170s 1180s1160s1100s 1110s 1120s 1130s

Reigned 1100 - 1135

HENRY I

NORMAN KING

Interesting facts 
• Henry was well known for being the ‘cleverest’ son of 

William the Conqueror.
• Once Henry inherited the throne, his brother Robert of 

Normandy challenged him for it. After defeating Robert 
at the Battle of Tinchebray, Henry imprisoned him.

• After the death of his son, William, Henry wanted his 
daughter Matilda to become his heir.

Questions
• Why did Matilda never inherit the throne?
• Henry I had 26 illegitimate children. Is this true or false?
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1000s 1010s 1020s 1030s 1100s1050s1040s 1070s 1080s1060s 1090s

Reigned 1087 - 1100

WILLIAM II

NORMAN KING

Interesting facts 
• William II was well known for his red hair and as a result, 

was nicknamed ‘Rufus’, which is Latin for ‘red’.
• Religion was not a big part of William’s life and he used a 

lot of Church property for his own personal use.
• William died while hunting in the New Forest. 

Questions
• What was William II’s relationship to Robert, Duke of 

Normandy?
• William died while out hunting, but what killed him? 
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1000s 1010s 1020s 1030s 1090s 1100s1050s1040s 1070s 1080s1060s

Reigned 1066 - 1087

WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR

NORMAN KING

Interesting facts 
• William had been promised the crown by Edward the 

Confessor, but Edward passed it on to Harold II and 
William felt betrayed. William confronted Harold at the 
Battle of Hastings, killed him and claimed the throne.

• William’s coronation took place at Westminster Abbey on 
Christmas Day, 1066.

• The majority of the English were not happy to be ruled 
by William, as he was a foreign king. 

Question
• William introduced the feudal system in England. What 

was this? 
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1000s 1010s 1020s 1030s 1070s 1080s 1090s 1100s1060s1050s1040s

Reigned 5 January - 14 October 1066

HAROLD II

SAXON KING

Interesting facts 
• Harold was the very first English King to die on the 

battlefield – at the famous Battle of Hastings.
• Edward the Confessor handed the throne over to Harold 

on his deathbed, despite promising it to William the 
Conqueror.

• He had seven children. 

Questions
• What was Harold II’s full name? 
• Two other British kings have died in battle, to date. Who 

were they?  
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1000s 1010s 1020s 1030s 1070s 1080s 1090s 1100s1060s1050s1040s

Reigned 1042 - 1066

EDWARD THE CONFESSOR

SAXON KING

Interesting facts 
• Some believed that Edward could perform miracles. 

Following his death, he became a saint –  ‘The Confessor’. 
• Edward built the first ever Abbey – Westminster Abbey 

in London.
• St Edward’s Crown (one of the crowns Queen Elizabeth II 

wore on her coronation day) dates back to St Edward the 
Confessor, who wore the original in 1065. 

Questions
• In which country was Edward the Confessor brought up? 
• How many kings and queens have reigned since Edward 

the Confessor? G
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